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Halloumi? 
 

The BBQ in June was the last event of 
the clubs year.  Fortunately our latest 
venue, Rushwick Village Hall, had an 
area behind the main building, suitable  to 
hold the BBQ .   We were lucky with the 
weather it stayed dry and even the sun 
shone for awhile. For some of our members, guests and friends the Cypriot 
cheese halloumi cooked on the BBQ was a new experience and proved to 

be popular.  This was accompanied by chicken drum sticks 
(marinated in chefôs special sauce), burgers and sausages. 
With tsatziki from  Kath and enough potato salad to feed an 
army from Lindsay and an unusual Greek salad from Pat, 
there was plenty of food for all.  Washed down with Greek 
wine, Mythos beer or orange juice. As you can see from the 

photos everyone was having a great time. 32 people enjoyed themselves as the 
photographs clearly indicate.  Thanks to Lindsay for supplying them. 
 
 

The Development of Greek Drama by Nigel Turner 

 
Our May meeting commenced with the AGM and 18 members were 
present.   The minutes of the meeting are included as an appendix to the 
newsletter. 
 
Our May meeting gave us the opportunity to hear how Greek Drama 
evolved from our guest speaker Nigel Turner Head of Drama at Malvern 
College. Nigel started by explaining a little about himself.  Then he began 
by explaining that the poet Homer was as good as any place to start.  
Homer would have travelled telling his stories as he went.  Dithyrambs 

were ancient Greek hymns sung to the God Dionysus, and were composed about the 7
th
 centaury B.C.  

Dithyrambs in Athens were sung by a chorus of men or boys of up to fifty dancing in circular formations.  The 
poet Arion is credited with inventing dithyrambs.  According to Aristotle these developed into Greek Tragedy.   
Thespis now gets a mention as he is said to have introduced the first actor (Thespian) on to the stage as well 
as the wearing of linen masks.  Aeschylus is often recognised as the father or founder of Greek tragedy and 
is the earliest of the three Greek tragedians whose plays survive, the others being Sophocles and Euripides.  
He also increased the number of Characters to two in the plays to allow for conflict.  Sophocles then was 
mentioned by Nigel.  Sophocles added a third actor to his plays.  The photograph above left is us studying a 
handout from Nigel explaining how the characters in the tragedy Antigone would have been played by three 
actors.  Unfortunately time was against us and Nigel finished his fascinating talk there.  Our thanks to Nigel 
for giving us such an in depth insight into early Greek drama. 
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