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T U a8 U (I ¢ Mappy Easter

have family in Greece, will be jetting off to join them soon or have done so already as the
Greek Easter falls on the 4th April. For those who are left behind why not come along to
our Easter celebration on Friday 23" April at our normal venue of Rushwick Village Hall
commencing at 7.30pm.

Sample some of the food that is traditionally prepared for this festive period like tsoureki
which is Easter bread and of course lamb. Longer serving members may remember we did
this a couple of years ago and it was enjoyed by all who attended except the mayivitsa
(Easter soup) so we wond be serving it this time.

Greek Dance & AGM

For the more energetic members we have another chance to perfect those all important Greek dance steps
prior to our hols later in the year. Our May meeting on Friday 21* May will offer you the opportunity to do
exactly that and yes we are still at Rushwich Village Hall. On a personal note the steps learnt did come in
handy last year when | went to Crete. More on that when | finally get it together for inclusion in the
newsletter.

The evening will start at 7.30pm sharp as we need to hold the AGM. This is your chance to have a say on
how the club is being run, your thoughts on events for inclusion in the programme and of course the all
important election or re-election of members to the committee.

Ancient Greece and the Nazis

It was great to see over 20 members and guests turnout to our March meeting, held at Rushwick Village Hall.
For this particular meeting there was a welcomed return to Martin Harris a classics teacher from Malvern
College. Martin started off by informing us that he had been inspired by the Indiana Jones films to study
archaeology aged 11.

Martin then went onto speaking about Heinrick Schlieman who as we all know is famed for finding what is
believed to be the ancient city of Troy. As a self-taught archaeologist he is also famous for the deep trench
dug at Hisarlik believed to be the ancient city of Troy destroying vital archaeology in so doing. Schlieman
then moved onto Mycenae and discovered the Mask of Agamemnon and then to Tiryns
famous for its cyclopean tunnels and myths surrounding Heracles. His successes lent
material weight to the idea that Homer's lliad and Virgil's Aeneid reflect actual historical
events at the time of the late 1800s. At lot of his findings and discoveries are now being
called into question with the advances we now have in technology.

Our guest speaker then turned his attention to the Ahnenerbe who were the SS treasure
hunters depicted in the life inspiring Indiana Jones films.

The Ancestral Heritage Research and Teaching Society, or Ahnenerbe Forschungs-und
Lehrgemeinschaft, was founded in July 1935 by Heinrich Himmler, Hermann Wirth (a
Dutch historian obsessed with Atlantean mythology), and Richard Walter Darré (creator of the Nazi "blood
and soil" ideology and head of the Race and Settlement Office).
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The Ahnenerbe was part of Himmler's greater plan for the systematic creation of a "Germanic" culture that
would replace Christianity in the Greater Germany to exist after the war, a kind of SS-religion that would form
the basis of the new world order.

The official mission of the Ahnenerbe was to unearth new evidence of the accomplishments and deeds of
Germanic ancestors using exact scientific methods.

In reality, the Ahnenerbe was in the business of mythmaking. Its prominent researchers devoted themselves
to distorting the truth and churning out carefully tailored evidence to support the ideas of Adolf Hitler, who
believed that only the Aryans--a fictional "Nordic" race of tall, flaxen-haired men and women from northern
Europe--possessed the genius needed to create civilization. Most modern Germans, he claimed, were
descended from these ancient Aryans and it was Himler who was trying to find a connection with these and
the ancient Greeks.

Martin then briefly screened part of the 3 ho uwboutthe 1986 Cly@picg prpducadby Leni
Riefenstahl who directed films that extolled the values of physical beauty and Aryan superiority. She was very
friendly with Adolf Hitler and was invited by him to film his rallies for propaganda purposes. Because of this
she was arrested by the allies at the end of the war but was later released without charge.

Martin gave another fascinating talk on a very interesting subject. Unfortunately he left us wanting more. |
guess we will have to invite him back for some more of the same,

BOOKS TO LOOKOUT FOR.

Blue Skies and Black Olives by John and Christopher Humphrys __{Hodder and Stoughton 2009)

This a light and most entertainingly written book by BBC reporter John Humphrys and his son
Christopher, in which they recount their experiences in building a house in the Peloponnese on a
beautiful site overlooking the Aegean. Christopher is a professional musician, playing the cello in an
Athens orchestra and married to a Greek girl. John had decided to invest in a Greek property, having
been captivated by Greek life and scenery and encouraged by his son. The project is fraught with
difficulties — both in terms of the bureaucracy involved and also the strange unreliability of some of
those they employ to do the building work. Those factors, coupled with the fact that John is
apparently not known for his patience, provoke some very amusing stories. For those who, like me,
struggle to master the complexities of the Greek language, the chapter on this subject is particularly
funny — John comments that when he hears Greek males conversing it sounds to him as if they are
about to kill each other. Personally | was encourage to read that ‘ Greek is a hard language. That is
official. The Foreign Office league table of languages ............... rates Greek harder than any average
European language, and not far off the real monsters such as Mandarin and Finnish’.

An entertaining read.

Tony Smith

MARATHON PAUL Anastasi 6s new book Marathon Mysteries t
MYSTERIES

and gives it a rich treatment, offering the reader a wealth of photos, maps, charts and
more than 200 illustrations that make it a visual treat. But beyond the aesthetic
attractiveness, Anastasi s book features
of an adventure novel, making it fast-paced and readable, suited not only to historians but
also the lay audience.

ATHENS NEWS 01/02/2010,
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More Greek News

The Oldest farmhouses in Greece, and perhaps in all of Europe, were discovered at Kefala Hill - home to the
Minoan Palace of Knossos in the Cretan city of Irakleio. The houses reportedly date as far back as 7000BC.
This landmark discovery, made by geophysicists working on the hill, was unveiled by Catherine Morgan,
director of the British Archaeol ogical School at
The school has been conducting studies at the Knossos site with Dutch scientists since May 2009. They are
charting and imaging the archaeological and geological deposits with the use of state-of-the-art equipment.
The ruins at Knossos were discovered in 1878 by Minos Kalokairinos, who conducted the first excavations at
Kefala Hill.

ATHENS NEWS 01/02/2010,

-mwcc DESPITE BEING one of the best in Greece
Ministey of S ulture mn . e . :
- == and housing a Neolithic collection that is
second to none, the Athanasakeion
The Athanassakeion Archacological Museum Archaeological Museum of Volos s
frequented by only a minority of the visitors
The Archaeological Musenm of Volos was built in 1909 with funds
disposed by Alexis Athenassakis from the village Porvaria of Pilion. WhO ﬂOOd the COLIntry eaCh year

The style of the building is neoclassic and the plans were execured
by I P. Skouraris and A Angelidis

Beside the numerovs end various eshibits, specialinterest n the Conveniently situated just a few kilometres

Mesian et che s v e epresaonsnor e~ Off the Athens-Thessaloniki highway, Volos

graves. They allow the visitor to have amore direct contact with the .

sutiquites and comprehead tie fuaetan essier appears to have been strategically and
L economically important since the dawn of

http://www.culture.gr y imp

As such, it has attracted human settlement
for millennia, at the intersection of the fertile plains of Thessaly and the Aegean Sea, and is littered with major
archaeological sites from the Neolithic to the recent past.

The Volos museum, founded in 1909 and in 2004 renovated and cleverly reorganised, highlights main
aspects of this rich history in a fascinating and informative series of displays.

ATHENS NEWS 01/02/2010,

IF YOU LIKE savouries you must know that in Greece you have to decide to which
= savoury faction you belong: the sweet or the salty.
~ The sweet ones are called koulourakia, the cookies that are served with mocha and are
‘ . » often made from the same dough as the salty crackers. In any case, a good hostess will
_./d always have both on hand and offer them as required in two different dishes, separated
o according to taste.
In rural areas you will find savoury crackers on the table with the appetisers or as an alternative to bread. The
point is they are nibbled at any time, at every opportunity.
Another fact is the similarities both have. It is almost impossible to distinguish the savoury crackers from the
sweet cookies by outward appearance alone, as the commonly sold shapes and sizes are very similar. They
have something else in common. Not only do they look alike but neither variety will be around long.

Be careful when buying them, especially if the baker displays sweet and savoury right next
to each other. If you want to arrive home with the right plaits, rings or cookies, you should
ask the experts in the shop. That way you will be sure that your choice of cookies and
crackers is what you wanted, and you can safely leave the shop carrying one or more high
piles of neatly packed little cartons.

At our April meeting there will be some of these savouries to sample as accompanying this article were some
recipes.
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Delingpole had taken from the Daily Telegraph because he knew of my interest in the German invasion
of Crete. Fortunately | was able to copy it from the Telegraphsdwebsite for all you non-Telegraph
readers.

n t our meeting in March | was shown a paper clipping of the obituary of Ralph Stockbridge that Malcolm

Ralph Stockbridge

Ralph Stockbridge, who has died aged 92, was
awarded two MCs for the notable part that he played
in the Cretan Resistance to the German occupation;
he spent the remainder of his career working for MI6.
When Crete fell to an airborne invasion in May 1941,
Stockbridge, then a signals sergeant in the Field
Security Corps, was evacuated to Egypt with the
remnants of the Allied forces on the island. He
promptly asked to return, and was put in touch with
the Inter Services Liaison Department (a cover name
at GHQ for MI6).
Stockbridge and Captain Jack Smith-Hughes, an SOE
.- Officer, were infiltrated into Crete in October 1941
aboard the submarine Thunderbolt They later Iearned that this vessel was originally Thetis, which had sunk
on its trials in Liverpool Bay in 1939 with the loss of many lives. The boat sank for the second and final time,
with the loss of all hands, in 1943.
They were the first British mission to return to Crete, and were charged with developing its resistance
movement. Stockbridge had never discovered what the duties of Field Security were, but he had become
fluent in Cretan Greek while stationed there, and had made many contacts in the Heraklion area. This
knowledge was nhow put to good use.
Despite being constantly on the run, he managed to keep transmitting valuable information to Cairo.
Sometimes he operated from a cave high in the mountains. Drinking water was collected from stalactites.
Meals in "safe houses" consisting of seed potatoes washed down with mugs of orange peel tea were recalled
with nostalgia when their food later ran out and he and his comrades had to subsist on grass soup, wild herbs
and snails.
When Stockbridge organised a parachute drop, little fell within the dropping zone. Sacks of flour could be
seen bursting on distant rocks, while other supplies slid down steep precipices and could not be retrieved.
Clean-shaven, wearing shoes rather than boots, an overcoat and horn-rimmed spectacles, his appearance
and stumbling gait matched his "cover" story: that he was a village schoolmaster. He used the name
Michalaki, and later, Siphi.
Sometimes he had to go into towns and pass checkpoints manned by German security police. "They must
have been blind not to see me trembling," he said afterwards.
If the Cretans were caught helping the British, they could expect savage reprisals. Despite the hazards, as
Stockbridge said afterwards: "Everything depended throughout on their magnlflcent loyalty. Without their help
with guides, informants and suppliers of food, not a g .
single one of us would have lasted 24 hours."
On one occasion, he and a comrade were being
pursued by a large patrol of Germans and lItalians.
Forced to hide their equipment and make a stand,
they killed six of their pursuers.
On another, he was going through a checkpoint
with Levtheri Kalitsounakis, who acted as his
assistant. Stockbridge passed the inspection, but
Kalitsounakis 7 who had reddish hair and green
eyes i was suspected of not looking like a Cretan
and was stopped and closely questioned.
Stockbridge was so distracted that he bumped into
a German soldier. "Gosh! Sorry!" he said in English. : v :
Then, realising what he had done, he had to fight the temptation to take to h|s heels and mstead stroll
casually away.

4 Kefi Club



In April 1942, three months after being commissioned, he found himself in even greater danger, after being
betrayed. Evacuated to Egypt in May and awarded an MC, he volunteered to go back again.

In early 1943 he and his wireless operator, John Stanley, were re-infiltrated aboard a Greek submarine. They
rowed ashore in a rubber dinghy and landed on the north coast of the island. As they came in, they gave the
password to some Cretans who arrived in a small boat. These men, who had been fishing illegally, feared
that they had been discovered by the Germans; they panicked and disappeared.

On going ashore, Stockbridge and his companion found themselves in a minefield. They extricated
themselves and moved further down the coast, where their first contact was Paddy Leigh Fermor. While
Stockbridge, the senior MI6 officer on the island, based himself at Rethymno and gathered intelligence in the
central and eastern parts of the island, Leigh Fermor concentrated on his work for SOE.

After the German surrender, Stockbridge's service of three years in Crete, two and a half of them during
enemy occupation, was recognised by a Bar to his MC. He was also made an honorary citizen of Rethymno.
Ralph Hedley Stockbridge was born at Bournemouth on April 18 1917 and educated at the Perse School,
Cambridge. It had been decided that he should have a classical education, a decision with which he complied
without enthusiasm.

He set a precedent by resigning from the Officers Training Corps because he disliked the excessively
militaristic Gk I .-, member of the staff who
ran it and he [ O "\, ., considered the wearing
of puttees a tiresome relic of the

Boer War. On
captained the
team and, in
he won the
In 1935 he
rugby. The
school and
the senior
in Ralph
examination
a scholarship
the next three

the sports field, he
1st XV and the athletics
the one year he boxed,
Under Nine Stone title.

broke his leg playing
enforced absence from
the encouragement of
classics master resulted
taking the Cambridge
on crutches and winning
to Peterhouse. He spent

years in pleasant
and took an upper

indolence
second.
After the war he joined MI6 i where he was known as Mike i on a permanent basis. As vice-consul in the
Salonika consulate-general from 1946 to 1950 he reported on the intelligence aspects of the Greek civil war.
He was vice-consul in Alexandria from 1952 to 1954, and over the next few years spent time in Beirut,
Tehran, Baghdad and Syria. He was at the British embassy in Athens from 1959 to 1966.

In 1961 Henry Leach (later Admiral of the Fleet Sir Henry Leach) paid an official visit to Heraklion. The British
ambassador asked Stockbridge, then the First Secretary, to accompany him. At the reception on board, many
of the guests were Stockbridge's former wartime comrades.

Leach wrote in his memoirs: "They were marvellous people with walnut-like faces from constant exposure to
the elements. Few wore collars or ties. Such was their personality that their complete inability to speak a word
of English seemed not to detract at all from the conviviality of the occasion.

"They were drawn to Ralph Stockbridge as to a magnet and treated him as if he were a much loved God... It
was one of the most remarkable and moving reunions | have ever been privileged to attend.”

Stockbridge returned to England in 1966 and served with MI6 in London until 1972. On his retirement he
spent six happy years as bursar of St Faith's preparatory school in Cambridge. Settled in a village in
Cambridgeshire, he had more time to enjoy his books, his large stamp collection and corresponding with his
many friends, most of them Greek or French.

Cookbook nears completion

As most members will know the club has been trying to compile a cookbook of the recipes from members
who have either won or came second in our very prestigious cooking competitions. To bolster this we have
asked also for members favorite recipes. That is where | need some help. The B A A ¥ ¢ Tappetisers)
section is looking a little like pastry-SHORT. So | encourage members to forward their favourite Greek
starter. | would like to have the cookbooks ready for sale at the AGM. But in the best Greek tradition 1&n not
going to say which one.
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I hope you received the email in time from Nick Kontarines our Club Secretary to be able to watch the first of
a new series of programs from Bettany Hughes shown on More4.

Useful Contacts

Club Chair Pat Marshall (01905 745567) Email: trishmarshall@tesco.net
Club Secretary Nick Kontarines (01684 566323) Email: nkontarines@btconnect.com
Club Treasurer Les Roberts (01684 591156) Email: lesvroberts@hotmail.com
Website Editor Jo Taylor Email: jo.taylor@hotmail.co.uk
Committee Member Ralph Eskenazi Email: ralesk@metronet.co.uk

Newsletter Editor ~ John Gatfield (01905 356431) Email: John_Gatfield@hotmail.com
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